PREAMBLE
We, a group of indigenous people who are primarily descended from the Mesoamerican
Natives who helped settle the state of New Mexico, hereby ordain and institute this
constitution to promote our cultural, social, political, and economic progress as Indigenous
people.
ARTICLE I – NAME
The official name of this organization shall be the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the
Plumed Serpent).
ARTICLE II – TERRITORY
As descendants of Mesoamerican settlers, the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed
Serpent) holds no claim to ancestral lands within the state of New Mexico. However, efforts
can be undertaken to establish a land base via the purchase of available land. Also, the
Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent) holds an ancestral and historic
connection to the Barrio of Analco in Santa Fe, New Mexico, and the Barrio of Atrisco in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. We ask that this historical connection be recognized by the State
of New Mexico.
ARTICLE III – JURISDICTION
The Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent) shall have jurisdiction over all its
members to the extent such jurisdiction does not violate federal or organizational law.
ARTICLE IV – MEMBERSHIP
Section 1. Base Members: The base membership of the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the
Plumed Serpent) shall consist of (1) all persons of Mesoamerican descent who can trace the
arrival of their families to what is now New Mexico prior to 1912. (2) All lineal descendants
of those members who are enrolled prior to the adoption of this Constitution, who
demonstrate Mesoamerican heritage and identity. (3) All individuals related to those
members via adoption.
Section 2. Future Membership: (1) Any lineal descendant of a base enrollee as set forth in
section 1, who has a common bond or association with the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of
the Plumed Serpent), may, upon application, be enrolled as a member of the Ipilwan
Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent). (2) Only those persons who possess a
demonstrable degree of Mesoamerican ancestry, reside in New Mexico or southern
Colorado, and share a common bond with the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed
Serpent) will be eligible for enrollment into the organization.

Section 3. Adoption: Only those persons who possess a demonstrable degree of
Mesoamerican blood, reside in New Mexico, and share a common bond with the Ipilwan
Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent) will be eligible for enrollment into the
organization via adoption.
Section 4. Honorary Membership: The Tlahtokan shall have the power to confer honorary
membership on anyone. Honorary members shall have no rights or privileges.
Section 5. Dual Membership: Any person who is also a registered member of a tribal
organization may be enrolled as a member of the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the
Plumed Serpent).
Section 6. Loss of Membership: Membership may be taken away for good reason by the
organization, or any member may voluntarily give up membership by requesting
relinquishment of membership.
Section 7. Membership Rules: The Tlahtokan shall prescribe rules to govern future
membership, which shall be agreed upon by majority vote of organizational membership.
Section 8. In addition to the Membership rules stipulated in sections 1-7, one (1) or more of
the following forms of documentation must be provided in order to be considered for
enrollment:
1.
2.
3.
4.

DNA test results exhibiting Mesoamerican ancestry.
Genealogical records fulfilling membership requirements.
Family histories fulfilling membership requirements.
Other historical documents fulfilling membership requirements.
ARTICLE V – GOVERNING BODY

The governing body of the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent) shall be
the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent) Tlahtokan (hereinafter referred to
as the Tlahotkan).
ARTICLE VI - POWERS OF THE TLAHTOKAN
Section 1. Powers of the Tlahtokan. In addition to all powers vested in the Ipilwan
Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent) through its inherent sovereignty or by existing
law, the Tlahtokan shall exercise the following powers, subject to any limitations imposed by
this constitution:
(a) To represent the organization and act in all matters concerning the welfare of the
organization, and to make decisions not inconsistent with or contrary to this constitution.

(b) To negotiate, make and perform contracts and agreements of every description, not
inconsistent with Federal law or this constitution, with any person, association, or
corporation, with any municipality or any county, or with the State of New Mexico or the
United States, including agreements with the State of New Mexico for rendition of public
services.
(c) To protect and preserve the wildlife, plant life, forests, natural resources and water rights
of the organization.
(d) To cultivate arts, crafts and cultures.
(e) To regulate the uses and disposition of any organizational property.
(f) To manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the organization.
(g) To accept grants and donations from any person, State or the United States.
(h) To appropriate organizational funds for organizational purposes and to expend such
funds in accordance with an annual budget.
(i) To borrow money from any source and pledge or assign chattels or future organizational
income as security therefor.
(j) To enact ordinances in accordance with applicable law covering the granting of both
surface and subsurface leases for such periods as are permitted by law.
(k) To enact ordinances governing the activities of voluntary associations organized for
purposes of cooperation or other purposes.
(l) To regulate its own procedures, to appoint subordinate committees, commissions, boards,
advisory or otherwise, organizational officials and employees not otherwise provided for in
this constitution.
(m) The Tlahtokan of the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent) may
exercise such further powers as may be delegated to the Tlahtokan by members of the
organization.
(n) The foregoing enumeration of powers is in addition to, and not a limit to, the inherent
sovereign powers of the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent).
ARTICLE VII - RIGHTS OF MEMBERS
All members of the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent) shall be accorded
equal political rights and equal opportunities to participate in the economic resources and
activities of the organization, and no person shall be denied freedom of conscience, speech,

association or assembly, or the right to petition for the redress of grievances.
ARTICLE VIIII - ELECTIONS
Section 1. Regular Elections. Regular elections for Tlahtokan Members shall be held every
four years on the first Wednesday in April. Regular elections for Chairman and ViceChairman shall be held every four years on the same day noted above for Tlahtokan
Members.
Section 2. Notice. All elections shall be announced by special notice posted at least fifteen
days before the election at the voting places and other convenient public places.
Section 3. Eligibility. Any -enrolled member of the organization eighteen years of age or
older shall have the right to vote.
Section 5. Nomination of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman. Any resident member of the
organization whose name is presented at least fifteen days before the election to the
Secretary or to the Chairman, or in his absence, to the Vice-Chairman of the Tlahtokan, by
petition signed by at least five percent of the resident voters of the age of not less than
eighteen years shall be declared by the Tlahtokan to be regularly nominated and to be a
candidate for the office of Chairman or Vice-Chairman as indicated in such petition. It shall
be the duty of the Organizational Tlahtokan secretary to post the names of all qualified
candidates at least ten days prior to the election.
Section 6. Nomination of Tlahtokan Members. Any member of the organization who is a
resident of the district from which he desires to be nominated, whose name is presented at
least fifteen days before the election, to the Organizational Tlahtokan secretary or to the
Chairman, or in his absence, to the Vice-chairman of the Tlahtokan, by petition signed by at
least five percent of the resident voters of the district, of the age of not less than eighteen
years, shall be declared by the Tlahtokan to be regularly nominated as a Tlahtokan member
and to be a candidate for the office of a Tlahtokan member as indicated in such petition. It
shall be the duty of the Organizational Tlahtokan secretary to post the names of all qualified
candidates in a public place at least ten days prior to the election.
Section 7. Signing of Nomination Paper. Each signer of a nomination paper shall sign but
one paper for the same office unless more than one candidate is to be elected to such office,
and in that case, not more than the number of nomination papers equal to the number of
candidates to be elected to the office. Signatures of persons in violation of this section shall
be disregarded in determining the regularity of a nomination.
Section 8. Election Requirements. All elections shall be by secret written ballot. The
Tlahtokan shall have power to prescribe ordinances governing the conduct of referendums
and elections. Such ordinances shall prescribe the duties of the election board, procedures
for casting and canvassing resident and non-resident ballots, method for challenging right to
vote, conduct and results of elections, and settlement of any election disputes.

ARTICLE IX - REMOVAL FROM OFFICE
Section 1. Forfeiture or Resignation of office. If any member of the Tlahtokan resigns, fails
or refuses to attend two regular meetings in succession unless excused due to illness or other
causes for which he or she cannot be held responsible, or shall be convicted of a felony or of
a misdemeanor involving moral integrity, or is guilty of consuming any alcoholic beverages
while attending a meeting of the Tlahtokan in session, or during any daytime recess period,
the Tlahtokan shall declare his or her position vacant.
Section 2. Vacancies. Any vacancies on the Tlahtokan or any vacancy in the office of ViceChairman resulting from the application of the section immediately preceding shall be filled
at once by a majority vote of the Tlahtokan. A vacancy in the office of Chairman shall be
filled by the Vice-Chairman. Persons so appointed shall serve the unexpired term of the
office or member.
ARTICLE X REFERENDUM
Upon a petition of at least twenty percent of the eligible voters of the organization, or upon
the request of the majority of the members of the Organizational Tlahtokan, any enacted or
proposed ordinance or resolution of the Organizational Tlahtokan shall be submitted to
popular referendum at a special election called by the Tlahtokan and the vote of the majority
of the qualified voters in such referendum shall decide whether the ordinance or resolution
shall thereafter be in effect, Provided, That thirty percent or more of the eligible voters shall
vote in such referendum.
ARTICLE XI - AMENDMENTS
Section 1. Requirements. This constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the
qualified voters of the organization voting at an election called for that purpose by the
Tlahtokan, Provided, That at least thirty percent of those entitled to vote shall vote in such
election, but no amendment shall become effective until it shall have been approved by the
Tlahtokan or by operation of law.
Section 2. Requests for Secretarial Election. It shall be the duty of the Tlahtokan to call an
election on any proposed amendment at the request of the Tlahtokan, or upon receipt of a
petition signed by at least thirty percent of the qualified voters of the organization.
ARTICLE XII - DUTIES OF OFFICES
Section 1. Chairman of the Tlahtokan. The Chairman of the Tlahtokan (Tlatolero /
Tlatolera) shall preside over all meetings of the Tlahtokan, shall perform all duties of a
Chairman and exercise any authority given him specifically by the Tlahtokan or by a general
meeting of the organization. The Chairman shall have power to vote.

Section 2. Vice-Chairman. In the absence of the regular Chairman, the Vice-Chairman
(Kalpiske) shall preside and shall have all powers, privileges, and duties of the Chairman. He
shall succeed to the office of Chairman in the event of the Chairman's death, resignation or
forfeiture of office. He shall have power to vote at any meeting.
Section 3. Secretary. The secretary (Tlakwilo) shall conduct all Organizational Tlahtokan
correspondence and keep and maintain copies of minutes of all Tlahtokan meetings.
Section 4. Treasurer. (a) The treasurer (Chimalero / Chimalera) shall accept, receipt for, keep
and safeguard all funds in the custody of the Tlahtokan. The treasurer shall deposit all such
funds as directed by the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent) Tlahtokan
and shall keep an accurate record of such funds and shall report on all receipts and
expenditures and the amount and nature of all funds in his or her custody to the Tlahtokan
at regular meetings and at such other times as requested by the Tlahtokan. The treasurer
shall not pay or otherwise disburse any funds in the custody of the Tlahtokan except when
properly authorized to do so by the Tlahtokan.
(b) The books and records of the treasurer shall be audited at least once a year by a
competent auditor employed by the Tlahtokan and at such other times as the Tlahtokan may
direct.
(d) All checks shall be signed by the treasurer and shall be countersigned by the Chairman
of the Tlahtokan, or in his absence, by some other officer designated by the Tlahtokan.
ARTICLE XIII - QUALIFICATIONS OF TLAHTOKAN MEMBERS
Section 1. Qualifications. Any member of the organization who has reached the age of
twenty-five years shall be qualified to be a candidate for election to the Tlahtokan. No
person who within the past year preceding the election has been convicted of a crime
involving moral integrity shall be eligible to hold office in the Tlahtokan. The following
crimes, and no others, shall be considered crimes involving moral integrity: adultery, bribery,
embezzlement, extortion, fraud, forgery, perjury, theft or public intoxication.
Section 2. No Federal Employees No person shall become a member of the Tlahtokan, or
serve on any Board of Directors of any organizational enterprise or cattle association, or on
any other committee, commission or board which is under the jurisdiction of the Tlahtokan,
if employed any Federal agency.
Section 3. No Organizational Employees No person shall become a member of the
Tlahtokan if employed by the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent).
ARTICLE XIV - MEETINGS OF THE TLAHTOKAN
Section 1. First Meeting. At the first meeting of the Tlahtokan after a regular election, the
Tlahtokan shall see that all members have a correct and clear understanding of the

constitution and the management of the organizational and reservation affairs, as well as the
rules for the conduct of their own body.
Section 2. Regular Meetings. The Tlahtokan shall hold its regular meeting on the first
Wednesday in each month at nine o'clock a.m., unless for some reason the Chairman shall
issue notice that the meeting will be held on another date and time.
Section 3. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Tlahtokan may be called by the
Chairman, or the Chairman shall call a special meeting upon written request of three or more
members of the Tlahtokan.
Section 4. Conduct of Business. In the conduct of business, recognized rules of order shall
be chosen and made applicable. Voting at the Tlahtokan meeting may be by voice, but at the
discretion of the Chairman or upon the request of any two members of the Tlahtokan a
secret vote shall be taken.
Section 5. Order of Business. The order of business at any regular or special meeting of the
Organizational Tlahtokan shall be as follows:
(a) Call to order by the Chairman.
(b) Roll Call.
(c) Reading of minutes of last meeting.
(d) Unfinished business.
(e) Reports.
(f) New Business.
(g) Adjournment.
Section 6. Quorum. Matters of business for the Tlahtokan shall be decided by a majority
vote. A quorum of the Tlahtokan shall be constituted if 3 or more members are present.
Section 7. Restriction of Voting in the Tlahtokan. In any matter coming before the
Tlahtokan, which involves any person or company, no member of the Tlahtokan that may
be permanently connected with the party so involved shall be permitted to vote without the
special consent of the remaining members of the Tlahtokan.
Section 8. Salaries and Expenses. The Organizational Tlahtokan shall prescribe such salaries
and expenses for officers or members of the Tlahtokan, as it deems advisable.
ARTICLE XV - MEETINGS OF THE ORGANIZATION
The Tlahtokan shall from time to time call meetings of all voters of the organization to lay
before them such matters as may come before such a general meeting. A general meeting of
the organization shall be called upon request of a majority of the qualified voters of any
district.

ARTICLE XVI - ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
Section 1. Ordinances and Resolutions. Every ordinance shall begin with the words, "Be it
enacted by the Tlahtokan of Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent)." Every
resolution shall begin with the words, "Be it resolved by the Tlahtokan of Ipilwan
Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent)." All resolutions and ordinances should be
signed by the Chairman or acting Chairman and attested-to by the Organizational Tlahtokan
secretary.
Section 2. Notice of Proposed Ordinances. All proposed ordinances of the Tlahtokan shall
be posted in each district at least ten days before final action by the Tlahtokan.
Section 3. Public Inspection of Ordinances. All ordinances shall be recorded in a binder and
shall be open to public inspection.
Section 4. Public Inspection of Resolutions. All resolutions shall be recorded in a binder that
shall be open to public inspection.
Section 5. Majority Vote. All questions of procedure shall be decided by motion of the
Tlahtokan or by a ruling of the Chairman if no objection is heard. In all ordinances,
resolutions, or motions, the Tlahtokan shall act by majority vote.
ARTICLE XVII - LANGUAGE
The official heritage language of the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent)
shall be Nawatl / Nahuatl. Efforts will be made to promote the use and preservation of this
language via educational materials, classes, and ongoing projects. An official language
preservation committee may be formed when necessary.
ARTICLE XVIII – CULTURAL PRINCIPLES
The foundational principles of the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent) are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Tlahtokan: Collective Decision Making
Tekiyo: Communal Labor.
Mitote: Ritual and Ceremonial Practices.
Totlahtol: Language Preservation.

Appendix A. The Seal of the Ipilwan Ketzalkoatl (Children of the Plumed Serpent).

